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The rabjeet of tbm w«eUy iketeli In thii lime. haTfag no 
<«M>lco in tho Mloetion oC his paronU, had a minister for hit 
Cither, and waa torn into this world under the Inflnenoe of Unl- 
▼arMOiim, for toth hit parrati aoeaptad that nnpopalar hrand of 

Ohriatianity 54 years ago, when he made his appearance amonf 

the hills of Vermont. 

His sire was ihe son of a Pre»byteriau deacou, and consequant* 
\y lived in an atmosphere of h^l lire and roligtooa gloom during 

his boyhood days. 

The Bible was the accep'ed authority on all the iffalrs of life, 
and how to make themselves miserable to please God and seeure 
entran((> into the 7x!» orthodox heaven that Presbyterians be- 
lieve in, was the one primal ohj ct in life. T«he old deacon pray- 
ed and phad*d with (lod 'o kc* p fin out of hell, and beat the 
boys with a nxl as founscll.Ml t»\ Solomon, until nearly man 
grown. llrlij?ious fears dark, d all the- joys of life, for SUCh 
fears beget other fears as na urally as our surroundingrs shape our 
thoughts; and every waking hcur of his parents were character- 
ized by worriment over this world as well as the next. That 
spirit of gloom and endless worry ti' at was transmitted to him 
by his never at rest mothrr. and tlx- solemn views of life as In- 
srilPd into him bv tli. worst branrli of a hell fire religion ever 
known, were never eliminated from his nature during life, nor 
much lessened by the consoling df)efries of Universalism, which 
Presbytorianism drove iiini in'o and made him a clergyman for 35 
years. And that streak of pessimism which permeates his de 
scendants can be trnrrd to ih<- dark and foreboding doctrine^ of 
a religion that r<sted for r. nturies on the Puritans of New E:n- 
gland and their deseendanis. like a pall of midnight darkness. 
We of the present are what the pa^t has made us. for there Is 
no break in the endless chain of cause and effec^ and the In 
fluence in some form of t)he wor:^t and meanest religion ever 
devised by priestcraft— Christianity— has been woven Into our 
nature; and it has augmented the troubles of this life by piling 
up the terrors of the next, and generations must yet come and 
go under the influence of Freethought before the damnable re- 
■ults through heredity can be eliminated— that long belief In an 
angry Ood and orerlasting torture for sinners is responsible for. 

Fnm Preibyterlanifm to Unirersallsm was a long step towerd 
Froethought, and two generations from the old blue-bellled deacon 
altalnod the mental freedom expressed in that word; for his 
grandehUdm are out of the theological wooda aMroly, and 
balking In the aunlight of Reason. 

Tha lUbJeot of this sketeh claims no remarkable accomplish- 
ments In Hfe. and apiiears among the Blade's collection of Free- 
thinkers only as a sincere and detfrmined opi>onent of priest- 
craft and ment-al lx>ndage of every kind. He has been using 
his pen since 1876. when his first article appeared In tlhe old 
Boston Investigator: and from time to time he has broken Into 
nearly all the Freeth(Might publications since then. HI» first 
article was on the god idea, which he regards as the basis of 
ment-al slavery the world over: and believing that clear and 
rational thinking is an imposRlbillty while the god idea rattles 
around In any man's mind, he is still a knocker on that proposi- 
tion. In writing he has always had two objects: To free his 
own mind and to stimulate thinking in others; for stagnant 
thoughts and mental inaction are tae worst things that can afflict 
any community. The mind must have food as well as the body, 
and tlie exchange and Interchange of radical thoughts which 
Freethought publications have made possible has done more to 
puih the world along and insure progress than any other force 
In aoQlifty. Ho matter what a man thinka. if hla ttouUta are 



regulated by reason, let him turn them loose, and the world will 
be benefitted thereby. 

It la ideas that move the world, and if wrong ideas move it 
they mnat to changed, and to effect changes, agitation and com- 
motipn are necetiary in the realms of thought, so place no oh- 
etructlona In the pathway of progreia. Because the churches and 
rrtlgkm toTO alwaya stood In tto way of man's advancement, is 
why to hatea and oomtota them, and aa long as life laaU they 
wlUflndhihlmatoetotto extmit of hla abUlty. Wa cannot 
an to bgenoUa, or Bradlaogha. but we can aU do a Uttle, and 
a mnUiplicltjr of ordinary workem oan tore an taiflvence that 
wiU laaro reaotta. to. aa one of tto ordinary wortora, to ttuids 
up to to ooontad, and to refer to tome of the a?ente In hla life, 
as othara tore dona In biographical Sketdtoa; and aa dlftanea 
will alwaya prednda our meeting face to ftoe with oo-wortort hi 
tha Fraathooght morement to a great extant, thlt plcturo and 
•ketch idea of getting totter acquainted la a happy thought en 
tha part of tto BUida pubHahara, though eottanlMit expenalTa to 
them. 

Where wg tore read men'a thonghta tor yaara we feel more or 
ICM acgualatad, and an intarast adtta In tto perwmUty of all 
each that araataa a deHre to Ibow lomethlng of life work and 
ezperlencaa. What tova ttoy done and Imw tore they fared on 
tto Jonmey to tto graTa. which le tha one place we are all 
headed for. Ohaaaing 8ef«raaca left home at 14 yearh of ago 
and haa been kBanklig about arar rinca. From tha roMk to tha 
ralhfoad w«a among hla earHeat ezperlenceo, and It yaara of 
his life were pa«Md on Urn railroad, to being a firelght conductor 
at 19 yam of age. After that to went to Oallfomla, wtora ha 
has since resided, for 85 yeara Moat of that time he haa been 
an humble follower of Jesuo Christ the Carpenter, tot to recalla 
two weeks when he folk>wed hi the footatapo of Ifohommefl ttm 
mule driver. But whencTar and wherarar tto opportunity, to 
has always promulgated and daftondad Froathonght Idaae. b 
1887 he delivered tto first Paine memorial addraaa In Loa An- 
geles to an audience of 1.200. and was president of the first Free* 
thought organization established in that city. He also had the 
honor and the pleasure of delivering tha first Ingersoll memorial 
address in the same place; and beaidea oonduoting varlone 
funeral ceremonies where the clergy were not desired, he has 
for years contributed radical ideas to local papers on various 
subjects that concern mankind and his welfare. For 30 years 
he accepted a belief In modem spiritualism, but reason, experi- 
ence and philosophical meditations drove him into the material- 
istic realms of thought, where he now abides In peace and quiet; 
content when this life Is ended to return to the unconscious 
elements out of which came self consciousness. Thie change 
was made in 1854. He regards Nature as a blind force, with 
Infinite powers that reach to Infinite realms in space; without 
consciousness, plan or purpose In her movements. He sees no 
place or necessity for a god of any kind, and thinks if one existed 
with power to control Nature and her movements, the mind 
would run up against a greater mystery than Nature herself. 

Judging the future from the past, he does not believe this 
world will ever be much different In the future than It has been 
in by-gone ages, for under the law of periodicity we do as Vol- 
taire proclaimed, alternate from barbarism to civilization over 
and over again, as day and night alternate. The earth Is dotted 
with the ruins of nations, and mighty empires have risen only 
to fall, decay and sink into oblivion. It Is self-existing law that 
controls What we for want of a better name call destiny; and 
as such a thing aa endleas progress, or progreae without reac- 
thm was natar known, raaaon lolla ns It Barer win to 
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THE CURSE OF THE GOD IDEA 



Chrittlant Mltvt without S«nte or Reason and Build Tholi* 
Failli M Crttfultty. 



i^j Ohannliic Soveraiiee.) 
Anytttng that prohibfU the ftnao um of roMon and domlDatet 
the human mind with auUMmtle powor to a curae to man's wel- 
fare, happlnoaa and iwogram Tho lod Idea haa always done 
tl*ls, and alWajTi will, white It finds acoeptaaee through man's 
creduUtr. 

If one boUoToa in a god ho does so because credulity riaea 
superior to rational, conunon sonao, for no god ean be discovered 
In tho mUTOiwe or ooneelTed of by man's mental powers, that 
has anything to do with Nature and Nature s laws. 
^ Not ttM slightest reaaoii ezlste for the idea of a god such as 
Christiana belloTe la. ftir he to a personal being with omnipo 
tent powori. and to them, from a fixed and definite location, 
regttlatee end controls an infinite universe. They believe without 
Nose or reason that he ean suspend the action of natural laws 
•t will; perform miraolea; hear prayers and answer them; know 
every thoughi and f eollag of 1.600,000.000 people on the face of 
this earth.' end keep track of oTory individual'* record, good or 
bad .so as to know Mow to reward or punlah him In the aplrit 
>orld. where he flndo it ooofenient to k4ep ovt of sight, while 
doing all these thlngt. 

Nothing but the imaginntkm oould ever construct such an Idea 
and call it god; and In the loMginatlon Is where he originated, 
where he lives and does bnstaiess. Ho haa nerer been found 
anywhere else, and tflve search fbr him haa been long and thor- 
ough by doubters and unbelievers. Now what is the imagination 
that makee all the gods, gives them power to do Impossible 
things, createe the Jewish Jehovah accepted by Christians; who. 
with all his multitudinous duties and occupations, finda time to 
count the hairs on the heads of one billion five hundred million 
individuals. 

The imagination is the human mind running wild without the 
restraint or control of reason, and when in that condition it is 
like a ship on the ocean with no one controlling the rudder, for 
its movements are subject to anything that Influence® them. 
It has been a favnrite pastime with men to send fhelr Imaglna 
tlons Into the Invisible realms of space, and there to create 
gods to account for natural phenomena; and at one time heathen 
mythology had a god tor erery department of Natoro. to make 
things go. 

Then, as now, these pods tcK)k the form of man. same as the 
Christian's god .Tehovajh does, and never has the imagination of 
human beings created any other kind of a personal god. because 
no higher form of Intelligence Is known on this eatrh than that 
seen in mortal man. As this is the penerally accepted god to-day 
by all the Christian churches tihat are orthodox. It is the Idea I 
am dealing with in these remarks. Who firs* created a personul 
god to esplaln natural phenomena, and to regulate human con 
dnot by proclaiming his desires, we do not know; but we do 
know that this god idea, all through the eges past and gone, has 
been tire eource of power for priestcraft to enalgTO omb's mlada 
and rob them of the fi>ulte of their tabor. 

SUrting with God an a baais to work on. priestcraft has built 
a spirit world o«t of the tamo kind of material, constructed a 
hnmaa aonl that there Mwm forever, and has made the priest a 
— 0— I ty to laanro happlnese In this Imaginary world, it is 
the sllokeet thing ever eonoelTed of to control men's actions 
nd obtain thehr money; and tonr haa ever so completely doml- 
naM cPidaloM minds ttmX a iteadj ttraaa of gold and eUver 



haa always tlowed into the pockets of the priesthood. UHtold 
millions of their dupes have lived la misery aad poverty while 
giving to build coetly churches and feed, etothe aad shelter these 
dmso aad parasites. 

The God Idea aad its atteadaat conceptions of hell and heaven 
nnmortai souls and endless life; has not only made cowards and 
slaves of the lAass of mank^d. but fools of tho most ridiculous 
kind. And yet every man that Uvea, or ever did live, had within 
himself the power to escape all this and to defy the eflOrta of 
any prie«t or god man to enslave him. That power lays in 
thought, and the use of his reasoning faenlUes; and if every man 
living knew this and would act accordingly, the priest woold be 
a back number tomorrow and tho last costly oburch would have 
been built on the face of this old earth. Wfong thhiklng Insures 

fear, slavery and debasement; right thinking, courage, freedom 
and exalted s|.iri s. Yen cannot believe In a god and not be 
enslaved by his sui^iKised wishes; and the only way msBklnd 
can escape the machinations of priestcraft, Is to let go of god 
and every species of folly atlachMl to that Idea. Let gOd depart 
from the mind and the priest must go too. for his power to 
delude, bamboozle and make firatKilass fools of tlis credlkHIS 
Is gone. 

This Idea of a sacred phantom up In ths sky that we must fell 
down and worship is so absurd and ridicvkws to jaen who think 
and reason without a priest to guide, that ssrlons i*«iTHislBa 
seeme superfluous; and yet. think of the weak snd perverted 

minds that are enslaved by \\ and all through life live In fear 
and trembling lest they do something to offend and endaagsr 
their Immortal souls after death. None of these credukms vic- 
tims of belief In a sky phantom have any particular fsar of 
injury from their god in this wt)rld; they only fear pualshasBt 
for prenent deeds In the life to coo'e— if there be ono— bttt thSfW 
is no more knowledge of such a life that the priest caa give thaa 
there Is of the god aad his wraWr by which they aiw terrified. 

Before believing too much it would be well ftxr mea's psace of 
mind to start their belief on emne well demonstrated fhct, for 
beliefs that have no solid foundatkm are mighty poor things 
to be disturbed by. If there is a faturs life no knowledge of 
such a life is attainable, for our senses do not enable as to 
discover it. and we can only view a spirit worid through fhlth. 
same as we must look into space for atars not reaehed by any 
telescope yef made Hut here we have two kluds Of fhltfe; one Is 

based on desire aiul the o her on probability, for SOalS'Sre un- 
seen and unknown . riti':. s if thev exist; while Stars, WS kaow 
^^xlst, for they can t>e seen; and probability says IBOre Sslst 
beyond our vl.slon. I^ut a faith tbn' can see Immortal souls la aa 
invisible spirit world Is a stronger article than I possess. 

I have no words of condemnation for those who wish to believe 
in immortal souls and an endless existence In an Imaginary 
world, but to permit themselves to be terrified in this world by 
fears connected wltib a phantom god and an imaginary world is 
to Invite trouble they might avoid, aad to satto needless sMrtal 
agony. 

The Christian s god is nothing but a bugaboo, as were the gods 
of heathen mythology, and every other kind that mortal man has 
created: and all the life we know anything about Is this one; so 
good horse sense should put an end to belief In gods of all kinds 
until better reasons for having such a belief can be found; and 
until some evidence of another and immortal life can be found. It 
is folly to cultivate fears In regard to It: so let us devote our 
time and attention to this world and put the priest out of buslaess 
by rsjsetteg his god aad all tho fhadsa baUt ap aimmd hha. 
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Striking a Balance Sheet 



Continuation of the Bitter Struggle for Civii 
Between Ecclesia^tiotofll 

and Freethought. 



(Hy Judge Parish B. Ladd.) 
The church, again being cut of funds, 
sold every phice within i's gift, some of 
them several liiiK h over, leaving the pur- 
chasers to fight for possession between 
tbemaelves; not only this, but indulgences 
for the commission of all kinds of crime, In- 
cluding murder, were sold, even peddM 
among tb« people. Holding a commliikin, 
one StCMl traveled over Europe mIUbc 
•uch Indulgences. In many placee he did a 
line boalttMs In his etlea. Feeling the loee 
of power Grefory XI. returned to Rome 
(1S78)» where be eoon died. It wltt here be 
aotloed that many gape have been left open 
In thlt naratlve. This I have been toroed to 
do» to awld too long an article* but I have 
left no loopholes where it Is necessary to 
show the straggle for power between Free- 
thought and Popedom and Christianity gone 
to seed. 

Urban VL, after Qregory, was elected by 
the papal party. To ihls the French king 
and cardinals dissented and elected Clem- 
ent Vni. Then the council of Ccnstance 
was convened, which elected Martin V. 
(1417-31). This wjis followed by Bohemia, 
who elected Bossel \Hmo. Here we have 
four popes all at one time: but Bossel was 
soon de|K>8ed i favor of Mnrtiii. who made 
a desperate attempt to rriorm the iirlest- 
hood.'o reform Ciu i.^t iaiiit v. wlii( h had sunk 
so low as to hf come a stench in 'lie nostrils 
of all decent men, who were Freethinkers, 
nil ftv^rrs woro popes, priests and their 

cattle. 

Taking, as I truly may. Machiavelli's 
three degrees of capacity of men. "That one 
claKB understands 'hiiigs by their own nat 
ural powers: anot-Mer when they are ex 
tilained to them: a third, not at all." In 
dealing with them, he says different modes 
must be used. The last class, he says, are 
the most numerous, so simple and weak 
that they are easily duped. The definition 
of Machiavellis could not be Improved on. 
The first class is confined to Freethinkers, 
The second class to men and 
who cannot, do not, or j0are not 
To this class belongs most of our 
a few womsB and ooms men. Tho 
thivd elans tidms te tho grsat herd of h«- 
moffo OBly as direotod hy 
To this dass botafi tho 
I thair dnpss <ho tmX ha- 
te tho ppsvaillM snpofotltloB, pso- 
lo who mast hare a Totnm to 
At tMa last 



all classes. It was seen that Obristianity 
was not only a failure, but false in fact; 
that the boast of the priests that the sys- 
tem was for the elevation of the race was 
all false, and that its long trial had proved 
it such. All except the pope, his priests 
and the proletaire were infidels — Freethink- 
ers: most of them Atheists. Even some of 
the popes and priests were unbelievers. 
These Freethinkers stood alone at the helm 
of progress for the uplifting of humanity. 
They were moving to overthrow Christian 
barbarism. Pope Plus n (1460-68), on the 
throne, oonmienced to gather the cohorts 
of his ChHstlan hell to fight the btdel% 
so he styled all his opponents. While Plus 
was thns mustering his forces, the gods 
stopped te end killed htet Panl IL (1460- 
•4) heteg to sormpathy with the FreeOUnk- 
ers so ugh t lo rssl e rs paganism as a better 
system than Ohrlslla&lty. Here we have 
Popes Alexander VL and Jtftee IL, whoee 
lives were little better than ertmteato. 
Bocleslastlcal corraptkm, the natnral findte 
of Ohriatlsnlty and Ite Bible, had raaehed 
a limit where longer snhmissioB was Im- 
possible. Calvte and Lather come' to the 
fhmt, popedom Is up In arms. These men 
beteg priests demand the local revenues; 
the pope claims all; they throw down the 
gates and proclaim liberty — liberty for 
tlhemselves, not for all. But the gates once 
open, neither of these men could shut them. 
Bo»h were Intolerent; while Calvin burned 
Servetus over a sl'^w fire, Luther vented his 
spite by ebuslng all Freethinkers. Both 
needed the aid of civil powers, then mostly 
In the hands of Freethinkers, with wbidh 
to ward off the pope; so they were pdfWSr- 
lesR to enforce their Intolerance. 

rioment VTT . now pope nF>2??-35). Is just 
In time to witness the sack of Rome (1527) 
by the troops of Charles V.. who becsTne 
not only emperor of Rome, bu^ protector of 
the church. From this time until the close 
of the eighteenth century, the history of 
thf» church may properly be divided Into 
♦bree periodf=!. But as the events during 
this time have little bearing on the eccles- 
iRfrtlcal and civil strife for power. T close 
this matter <n brief, as follows: From 1530 
to the seventeenth century numerous at- 
tempts were made to reconstruct the pa 
pacy. but In vain: there was nothing to re 
oonstruet. popedom had lost Its civil power, 
decline had set in under Pope Plus VTT. 

Under Paul m. (lS84-5e) the society of 
Jesus (Jesuits) wss formed, which has be- 
come a terrible power In the hsnds of the 
popOk who It obeys or not as It sees fit. 
This aodety evs ry w U m-e eetebMshed has to- 
teffsred with civil government, to conse- 



quence of which it has been banished from 
every government in Ctiristendom, from 
s<jme of tliem two to four times. It is now.« 
working to undermine our American sys- 
tem with luring i)rospects of success. 

Benedict XVI. (1740-50) at the helm, 
found all Europe so sunk in ignorance and 
crime that the more intelligent people, 
called Infidels, had united to crush out cue 
bruUl priesthood. The clergy of Austria 
and France were at war, so that the last 
half of the eighteenth century found the 
popes in dire distress over the situation. 
The papaey, to save Itsolf from destruction, 
was foreed to dissolve the order of Jesuits. 
The House of Austria having withdrawn 
firom papal rale, pteeed Bmperor Joseph tL 
at the heed of the ehafoh. Ptaa VL threw 
himself Into the arms of Joseph. Hers the 
French revotatlon breaks oat, whieh, te Ite 
tetemp^to fury, the peopto havteg so hmg 
smarted under popish rale, sweeps away 
ktog, priest and chmh alike. The pope is 
forced firom Rome and held a prisoner at 
Valance, where he dies Angvst 19, 17M. 
The king's head gosa off. Napoleon, by 
eidct, abolishes the papaey, hot the cardie 
nals continue to hope. They meet at Vsn* 
ice December 1, 1799, and elect Ohiaramonti 
as ' Pius VTT, who petitioned Napoleon to 
save the church. Here Pius makes a for- 
lorn effort to restore the morals. Pius is 
followed by I^eo XIT.. Plus VTT.. Gregory 
XVT. Pius TX., succeeding Gregory, for two 
years keeps up the strife for reform, when 
he falls Into the hands of the revoluMonlsts, 
escaping In disguise, he flees from Rome to 
Gaeta, where he Is arrested and brought 
back to Rome by the French forces. On 
December 8. 1854. he issues the bull Tneffa 
bills Deus. which gave the Virgin Mary a 
place in the foetus of the Catholic church. 
December, 1864. he Issues the encyclical 
Quanta Cura. fixing certain errors for con- 
demnation. 

Romagna, a part of the pope's territory, 
being occupied by his troops, after a feeble 
resls-tance against the Sardinian forces, 
yields up the territory to the crown under 
King Emanuel. From this time until 1870 
Plus TX. is maintained at Rome by the 
French army. On the 18th of .July. 1870, 
the Vatican council decided the Infallibility 
of the pope. The war breaking out between 
France and Prussia forced the withdrawal 
of the French army from Rome. This left 
Emanuel a free hand, nor was he long In 
using It, for he sent a force for the capture 
of Rome. The Vatican force could make but 
feeble resistance; the king captured the 
city end annexed it to his kingdom. With 
this the civil powers of the Vatican came 
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lo an end. Popedom lost all, and its doom 
m ii^urope was Healed forev«r. Likely lo 

be (irivcn uuc of ii.urope ilie preseul pope 
lb layiug his uelarious achemeis lo capture 
our couuLiy and make iL a secouU Cliribliaa 
tieli on earih. in ihia lie ha.s goue no lar aa 
lo iorin an alliauce wlui our polilical lead- 
ers, \s\io, m exchange lor ihe Catholic vole, 
are placing in all iinpor aut posiLiouB the 
bulls ot Koine. This nelarious scheme be- 
gan with Harrison, continued under Ale 
Kinley and UooscvlH and now has en 
trapped both Tail aud Bryau, who siaad 
ready to barter off AaMrloan IWiiOBI for 
tht presidency. 

The subject of witchcraft has played too 
impor ant a part during the coniesL In 
Europe to be patsed over in silence. a 
litlle of it here and ihis article must close. 
So litlle has betu lieard of witches in the 
last hundred years that most people think 
it a small affair aud that mostly contiued 
to Salem. Never were they so sadly mis 
taken. For more than 300 years the shrieks 
from every nook, corner, city, town and 
precinct in Europe was heard the dying 
groans of counties! women as they were 
being tortured by every device that the 
priesthood could invent, and finally the 
smoke ascended from their quivering flem 
and crackling bones only to tell of their last' 
agonies, which still rouse the sympathies 
•Bd aaddeD the heart of the rtader of the 
IMorjr of thoae tliiiee tlMt tried tbo tOBlt 



of Freethinkers. Not so with the priest 
who rejoiced over the burning of witches to 
fulfil scripture, ''Suffer not a witch to live," 
and other kindred teachings of the holy 
Bible. Numerous estimates of the number 
of witches put lo death by the most com-, 
petent writers foots up from seven to four- 
teen millions, while one of the most con- 
servative estimates fixes the number at 
9,000,000. These women witches were sup- 
l)osed to be in league with the devil work 
ing lor the allurement of soulii from Christ 
and Christianity, and for blighting the har- 
vest, bringing on pestilence, famine and 
other injurie:> of a temporal nature. While 
witchcraft was recognized, to a limit* d ex- 
tent by paganism and Mosaisni, Wf read of 
no tortures or murders before Christianity. 
The torture and murder of these innocent 
women was reserved for the Christian sav 
ages of the dark ages, whose priesthood 
often boas'ed of the number that they had 
burned at the stake. The laws for the 
punishment ot witches were in every In- 
stance the work of the priesthood. 

Although witchcraft was believed in by 
all classes, at one time, and the witches 
were tried, condemned, tortured and put to 
death by the civil authorltiee^ the priest- 
hood was back of all, Protestants and Cath- 
olics alike were toe instigators of the pros- 
ecutions. The Bible being their authority, 
it became the special duty of the priests to 
h«at «p» fteBlali piooi; eooTlot .tad rejolee 



over me agony of the dying victims. In 
time these thinking men. Freethinkers, 
awoke from the general hideous scenes and 
began lo reason on ihe matter. Although 
the proof of wiichcraft was overwhelming, 
it was so incredible, so at war witii the 
laws ot nature, that thinking men finally 
refused to believe thai the wiich stories 
could be true. These men nnaily resorted 
to ridicule as a means to stop the persecu- 
tions, ihey said it was impossible that the 
woman witch could be in diHerem places at 
the same time, or that she could go up a 
cnimney aud ride through iLe air on a 
broomstick, or that she had the powers of 
producing famine, pestilence and the like; 
all of which had been sworn to by wi iiesse* 
in court and bela \cd by the judges. In 
time common sense was aroused and com- 
menced to investigate. Then witches grew 
less and less, uniil witchcraft was no 
longer believed in, e.xcepi by the divine 
priesthood, who siood in their last ditch 
with their holy Bible as a breastwork, in 
the end the cleric had to give it up, though 
it rested on Bible authority. Now a man 
or woman would be looked on as Insane if 
he or she should attempt to maiiitatp these 
Bible statemenU, just as well authenticated 
and juat as false as all the rest of the Bible. 

My next will necessarily be long; it will 
deal wlt^ the revlYal of leamU« la Bovopeb 
the work of Preethlnkars. 



The Truth Shall Ma)te You Free 



Hew Pitiful te Waele a Chll#a Time by 
Teaeblng it biiperatltloiie Fglee b eed. 



(By Julia 0. Good.) 
"A crowned caprloe li god of the world; 
On his stony breast are his wings un- 
furled; 

No ear to hearken, no eye to see, 

No heart to feel tor a man haith be.' 

The little story of Chinese children In 
tbe "OlrU' Hall of Learning," bi The 
Youths Instructor, rsToala a sad 
Awakened to some of tbe wrongs bi 
own land, these children Uaagbie or ba?e 
been taught that America is a free nation, 
simply because efery fonr years **tbe pmle 
write down tbe name of tbe man whom tbejr 
wish to govern tbe ooontry, and tbn nun 
whose name is written bjr tbe greatoet 
number of people la ebosea mler." 

It eoold bardljr be axpectod bat tbat 
children would think that tbis moat be tbe 
eeeence of Hberty. Tbey tmly, oonld Mt 
yet ba?e bad an ovportanlty to laarm tbai 
tbe mle of an Ignorant majority wonM not 
be likely to be batter Itea tbnt of an aa- 



toomey, nor oonld tbcy bave hidyiny 
of knowing of tbe vaat aatouarof 
oontlnnally egpea d od to nUglea|^tbe 
of tbe peo9le-4bo people who prodnee tbe 
country's neoesaitlea, and indaoe tbeai to 
tie tbehr preelona ?otea over obeenre Isanee, 
leaving tbe country to be wboUy ruled by 
a plntoeraey aa cruel and oppaied*to the 
real progreiM and InteUlgsaoe of the natton 
aa la tbat of cbbia. 

Nor oonld the oblldNa bi tbe '^Qlrrs 
HaU of Leamlg" bave bad any real knowl- 
edge of Obrlstlanlty, Its blatory Md p«r- 
Tbelr Instmotlon along tbbi line bad 
wbottj auperfldal aad oae«alded. 
mee one of tbem would not bave averted 
tbat tbo 'Hloapel «( Jeana Obrigt" woald be 
a beaeOt to Onlai, or tbat It oonld dMnge 
tba baarta of tbe people and giva tbem true 
llgbt Tbe ebdd bad been taagbt notbbig 
of tbe l,iM-year nilo of Obrlatlanlty m 
b«i«N--darkaat of aU daA bkHory. Noth- 
ing of Ita otaakbig ebataa, Ita dngeons, Its 
raaba and Ita ataka-bninla^i* Notbtaig of 
tbe limrln' Bmno and tbaaaaada of otbers 
Ibe Obrlsttaaa pot to a beiflbla deatb 



for being unable to believe tbe Cbrtatlan 
dogmas. Blse, she would not bave bnllded 
her hopes on this vilest of religions to work 
any reformation in China. Nor bad tbe 
heard of the toiling millions in America, 
of women who sew by the mldnlgbt lamp, 
and slave children who yield up their lives 
in factories, in order that Chriatian mil- 
lionaires and Ciuristian fakirs may live in 
luxury and idleness. Had the children been 
taught the real truth, they would not have 
builded their childish hopes on a mere 
wlilo' -the- wisp, a changing from an au- 
tocracy to a piutocracy. or a changing of 
worship and faith from one "savior" to 



Could our cmidren be taught the real 
truth In these scoools that cost so much In 
time and money, bow atralght and true 
would be the path up the mountain side oC 
l!iVolution. The truth Indeed shall make us 
free. Oh, the pity that we waste away 
children's preciuuu time teaching them 
falsehoods of the infallbility of Confucius, 
or Jeeaa or Mohammed, when tbey would 
aa wallleam tbo tialb tbH la i 
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whole world frot and umolflgli wd htMJ* 
The ihaiiie that oar ehUdran uo aot taoght 
that their Uvet are their one ehanoe In 
all eternity to make a flfht for tmth and 
right and that ot death ihey muat yield the 
light to other hands and alnk hack into 
oblivion. It is natural ao; It la better so, 
and tbe world has never yet had reUiUI>le 
evidence that death li not the end of llf4 
forever. 

Of all the horrible wrongs perpetuated 
against humanity today, tbe worst is the 
old, old teaching of some creator who de- 
sires oui- 'faiih and worship, and of a 
fulur«' life. Iifi origin is well known. The 
god idea orisinattd In the minds of savage 
fakirs, who used it to profit by the ignor- 
ance and gnllihility of their followers; but 
if is used by the same kind of people and 
for the same purpose today. The populace 
is lulled into a willingness to be robbed 
of its birth riglit by the assurance that it is 
•ooio god's will, -and a pramlae of fstnre 
erowna and mansions. 

Of all tne gigantic swindles ever Invented 
It la the greatest, for It swindles men. 
women and ehUdrea ont of their reason, 
and aU that mak«i this life worth Uvlng. 
There ooald b« no greater swindle oon- 
oalved ttoaa the palming off of sueh hooks 
aa the BIhle or the Koran «a the word of a 



Who Knew Primitive Man? 



Let as teaeh oar children only trath. 
Let na teach the hope of Bvolutlon. rather 
than the hopeleaaneaa of degeneration. 

IN THI HOUR OF QMAT N8KD. * 



Following la a list of the names and ad- 
dresses of Llheral speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral services over the 
remaina of deceased Freethinkers. 

On acconnt ci prohahle delay It would 
he advisable to call them by telegram. 

Josephlna K. Henry Veraaillaa, Ky. 

Or. J. B. WUaon, S06 East Fourth Street, 
OlnohuMtl. dilo. 

Parker H. Berconbe, Bdltor Tomorrow, 
IM Bast 66th Street, Chicago, Dllnols. 

John R. Oharleaworth, Lealngtcn, Ky. 

Marlon W. Marley, Bncfclln, Kanaaa. 

A. J. Olanaeo, 8t Anagar, Iowa. 

Stanberrr AldermMi, McOonnalavIMn, O. 

H. H. Lanob MS N. Wrmd Btrtat, Now 
Hnvan, Oonn. 

Dr. Perry Ayd** Nowton, Iowa. 



WANmo— Bncoeaa Magaalne reqnlrea the 
atrvlcea of a man In Leilngton to look after 
eiplrtng sabscrlpttons and to aecnre new 
business by means of special method*! mi 
usually effective; position permanent: prr- 
fCr one with experience, but would consider 
any applicant with good na*ural qualiflca 
• tlona; salary $l.r>0 per day, with commlsBion 
option. Address, with references, R. C 
Peacock, Room 102, Success Magaaine Bldg., 
Now York. 



Queation Propounded in Criticiem of the 
BMa and one of ita Wrilara. 

(By Wm. Smltl». M. D.) 
As my reply to yourself and A. A. Snow 
sent some time ago has not been published, 
1 presume it has not reached you, and as 
much as I do not wish to reiterate that 
again. 1 will try to answer some of the ar- 
guments that are brought forth by the be- 
lievers — the Materialists or Spiritualists. 

In the physical body o( man there are 
many parts and elements. In the mind 
there are many principles; each is com 
plete. Every element of the body retains 
its own individuality, eitlur in the body or 
out of it. The dissolution of the body does 
not change the element. Every faculty of 
the mind is ever ihe same, either in the 
mind of man, animal, bird, ttsh, or when ver 
mind is. The acticns in Llie body are dual. 
— absorption and repulsion. The faculties 
of the mind are also dual in their action, 
and as flpfnit of the body cannot perform 
tha fniilMBi lor another part, neither can 
one faculty of the mtaid perform the func- 
tionn for another faculty. Energy is the 
only energlser. Firmness la the only prin- 
ciple that la firm; Fear la tha only principle 
\lint ptoducea fear; Love la only that, that 
can love, and ao It la with each and avery 
prindpla of tha mind. Bach prlndpla of the 
nUnd and everr eiemant of the body la 
parfectly Just what It la. No element of the 
body, no principle of the mind can Influence 
any other; ach remains ever the same. 
Let It be underatood by prtnclpla I mean a 
cauae; alao In the word body, and tha word 
mind, you embrace in the one word many 
elemanta and many prlndplea. 

In order to ahow the duality hi mind, I 
will no^ mention a few of the fhcultles that 
are in opposition: Intelligence, opposed by 
Animality; Reverence, oppoeed by Profan- 
ity; Benevolence, opposed by Selflshneaa; 
Truthfulness, oppoaed by Secretivenesa; 
Sociability, oppoaed by Combativenesa; 
Pbilanthrophy, opposed by Destruction; 
Hope, opposed by Despera'ion; Love, op- 
posed by Hatred; Patience, opposed by Ir- 
ritability; Firmness, opposed by Fear; 
Hardihood, opposed by Sensibility; Energy 
opposed by Relaxation; Playfulness, op 
posed by Melancholy; Chastity, opposed 
by Amativeness; Caution, opposed by Reck- 
lessness; Modesty, oppos(>d by Ambition; 
Spirituality, opposed by Infidelity; and ao 
I might go on showing the duality. 

Every principle or cause is unchangeable. 
It cannot be annihilated. It is perfect. It 

Oombnt- 



Iveness does not become more or less com- 
batlveneaa. Energy doaa not becoma mora 
or laaa energy. So with every other fho- 
ulty or principle of the combination thai 
haa been naaad— Mind. It la the aama 
with every clamant of th» body. Not an 
element, prlndpla, cauae, either physical or 
mental, haa ever progreased or retrograded; 
each la juat what It ever haa been, and muat 
continue to be, unleaa aalatence la anni- 
hilated. 

There is so much said about primitive 
nia that I would lilce for aoma one to tell 
me the particular time thla inrlmltive man 
first made his advent upon the earth, and 
who became acqualntad with him? 

I think It la evidant that there la not nor 
ever haa been any thing, bahig or unlveraa 
that haa or can produce aomathing greater 
than Itaalf. I lor one cannot aoaapt tha 
idea that man aprang from the lower order 
of the animal kingdom. 

It is true that the animal uses some of 
the same faculties of the mind that man 
'doea, but thla does not prove that man 
aprang from the animal; It only shows that 
the same faculUaa are uaed by both. It la 
alao true, wnarever any taoulty la uaed Its 
demonstration la tha aama. The facultlea, 
comparatively speaking, are like the toola 
In the mechanic's tool cheat,— no matter 
who or what uaea tha tool, tha work of the 
tool la the aame. So It la with the facultlea 
of the mind. 

It is true one principle or cause cannot 
' influence another, but as mankind generally 
believes they think they can, it is for us to 
show where iney make the mistake. If 
that were true, all prlnolplaa, causes, would 
long ago have been deatroyed. We may 
direct any faculty of our mind to one or 
more objecta; we may think we are using 
certain facultlea and not be uataig them at 
all; we aaa tlila damonatrated by tha 
churehaa, by many Fraathlnkera,. by tha 
Splrituallata; and many other profaaalona. 
The truth la, almoat every one of tham uaa 
the faculty of combatlvenaaa mora than 
any other. All thla talk of rallgkm and 
god. eitner for or against, la purely from 
one claiming tbev are right, while the other 
is wrong. * If they were to ask themselves 
this question: Do I use the faculties of the 
mind tuat my opi>onent uses and In tbe 
same degree? do you suppose there would 
be combating? I think not. How much bet" 
ter it would be for the human family if th« 
faculties were studied more In their action 
and use. I^t people become acquainted 
with them, and know where they speak 
and act firon, and auparatltion and wain, 
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More About Mars 



hate, lying, stealing, licentiousness and all 
other crimes would be no more; but until 
the time comes tliat individuals will know 
to ft certainty what faculty of the mind they 
are using, we will t^ave designing men ana 
women ruling the people under the nam« 
of Church, Religion, Freethought, Spiritual- 
Imh. Chriftian Scienoa MatariaUam, or 
■OOM othar ballafa iaat aa tooUah. 

It la a truth that aU baUtftra ara dlaba- 
liayert, and all dltbaltarera ara ballaTan, 
—they all combat 

Before cloaing thla article, I. wish to refer 
to what A. A. Snow wrote in answer to mjr 
article that was published. l\e sayi: 

^'Doea matter aet In eoma caaaa through 
the power of the gods and in all other oaaea 
bacaoaa of the propartiaa within it» baeauaa 
of ita own natura? Or in othar worda, la 
matter in aoaM oaaea only the football of 
tha foda; aeClng only aa it la acted apob, 
while In othara It ia lelf aoUnffT Snraly tf 
aalf-actla« at all, it ia alwaya ao» a»d U 
anraly la, and wa nava abaolutaly no aTt- 
danca of ita actfaM? any othar way." 

In anawar to wbat ha haa wrHtas, I win 
■ay: Matter aarar aota; it la aorad froiv 
one location to aaoChar, and oft timaa It 
appaara to na that matter aoti, bacanaa tha 
foroea that move ma^er are not aean and 
• matter it aeen. To* us it api>eara to moTe. 
It ia upon the same principle that the bal- 
loon, we say, ascends; the hMt carriea It 
up and not the principle in matter, for mat- 
ter never movea of itself. 

Again, he says; 'Protoplasm that builda 
up any very complicated structufu la fO?- 
emed by these experiences." 

He forgets that the protoplasm itself waa 
built out of material. Yes. Mr. Snow, the 
protoplasm of the cell is material; the 
smallest upeck, be it so small that the 
strongest iiiugnifying glass cannot show it if 
a s]>eck at all, it is material. The builder 
uses the material; it also uses such prin 
ciples and elements as is necessary to 
build a body, but I am sorry that the ingre- 
dients it has to build from is not always 
what we call the very best. At some fu- 
ture time I may tell you about the builder. 

Muada, lad. 



FOR THI BMIIIOINCY FUND. 

WILKB8 iARBB, PA.— iDndoMd flbd one 
dollftr. 8ttbacrlp19Dii to tha amanancy 
fttnd.Tour Fraternally— L. R. DBRBT. 



For the Good of the Cause. 



VISALIA. CALIF— Herewith enclosed 
please find in money order; $1.50 for re 
newal of my subscription, the balance for 
the good cause of the Blue Grass Blade. 
Please send me one extra copy oi the Blade 
with Ingersoll's picture and Bhort bloglll* 
phy of hU life.— A. MITCHBI^L. 



Raapanaa Matfa ta Laal Artlala af Ckarlas 
O HdFa. 

(By r*anklin H. Haald). 

In the Blade of Auguat 9th., my friend, 
Chaa. O. Haya, after repudiating the Nebu- 
lar Hypotheaii, ttill maintaine hia poaltion 
that the planet Mara ia older than the Barth 
and baaaa hia optaiiOB upon what be consid- 
era my mlatakaa in aatimaUng ;he height 
of mountama upon our naighboring planeta. 

Admlttinir that ifara haa no mountaina, 
ha aaya: *lt could aaaraaly ba eipectad that 
mountaina equal to thoaa upon tlia Barth, 
could eziet on a planet ao much smaller." 
Allow me then, to call hia attention to our 
aateUte, the Moon, which In bulk, is 45 
timea amaller and in waight 80 timea small- 
er than the Larth and yet has mountains 
almost if not quite as high as those of the 
Earth. I will only refer to Peabody's Ele 
ments of Astronomy, Note 343, p. 178, whic" 
gives the highest at 25,000 feet. This 
authori y was published in 1869 and my 
own observations place them nearer 30.000 
feet. Although Mars is twice the diame- 
ter of the Moon, he figures that "since the 
surface of gravity of Mars is but two fifths 
that of the Earth, it is not probable that 
mountains more than two miles high could 
ever exist on that planet." Now by this 
method of reasoning, the M(H)n. bting so 
much smaller than Mars, as Mars is smaller 
than the Earth, should only have mountains 
four-fifths of one mile "high, while they are 
five miles high in fact, thus showing con- 
clusively that the height of mountains are 
forced by the crystalization of a planet 
from molten matter which must necessarily 
greatly increase its bulk and force up its 
mountain ranges along the lines of least" re- 
sistance. On our Earth, many of these 
linei seem to be on western coasts, where 
tha water recedes on account of the ro- 
tation of the Earth on ita axes, towards the 
East. 

As to the height of the Mountains on 
Venus, I admit that I have only measured 
their shadows in the termination of Venus' 
crescent. In my book, Prosession of Plan- 
ets, to whch Mr. Hays refers, f have quoted 
o.i page 92, from Lockyers Astronomy 
note 265, which places them "exceeding 
twenty miles." Peabody, note 415. p. 216. 
places them at 27 miles and others at a 
later date, still higher. I believe my es 
timate of 30 miles will be found more near 
ly correct. 

Mr. Hays ahowa that Mart la more denae 



than the Earth and aska: "Doaa tkia gfuat 

density Indicate a young and thin crusted 

planet? ' i answer yes; and point to our 
Moon and almost all other crystalized mat- 
ter in proof of it. The Moon Is so small 
and "dead, that there is but little doubt, 
that if is further substantiated by the 
fact tnat its density (jr proportional weight 
is only about l-.alf ihat of the h:ar;h, al- 
though the Earth already has a very thick 
crust. Mars, on the other hand being al- 
most entirely molten, is very dense. We 
will never find " gaseous interiors'" to Plan- 
ets, any more than we will find patches of 
red-hot gas in space or any more than we 
win find patches of air or gas under 2,000 
feet of sea water where the pressure ia 
nearly half a ton to the square Inch. 

To my critic and friend, Joseph B. Thorn, 
who objects that if Mars is covered with 
water, it would not be red: let me suggeat 

that it might be covered with red water. 
Or better still, it might be red wine, or the 
blood of Jesus possibly. But seriously, I 
believe that when- the crust of a cooling 
i'lanet first breaks along the line of least 
resistance, to allow the crystallxing of Its 
interior to go on, the cleavage would be 
in a straight line and the Inegularltles 
would come afterwards by the erosion of 
water and Ice upon the elevated matter. 
I also wish to say to both Mr. Hays and 
.Mr. Thorn, that water which is converted 
into steam (gas) Is Invisible, which removes 
their objections to Mar's Internal heat. Any 
matter which Is converted In to gas, is in 
visible until it Is crystalized by cold, and If 
this were not the case we could not see 
any of the space must be filled with ex- 
panded and invisible matter in order to 
transmtt tha alaotrte fbrea of Itght Mid 
heat. 

I appreciate the reapect of my frienda 

and most sincerely return the compliment, 
but I do refuse to be tied to thla old **wroBg 
end before" theory, that the oldaat PltA* 
ets are farthest from the sun. Svarythlilg 

in the Solar System proves the reverse. 

The Sun must be fed with fuel. In order 
to maintain its heat (which is electricity) 
and the gas which it expands by its in- 
tense heat must go up. Not only must it 
go up, whlcn is every direction from the 
Sun in our Solar System, but when it con- 
denses from gas. it must come down again, 
and the Planets are forming in the zone of 
Nebula which lays beyond Neptune, and 
on the plane of the Sun's Equator (at right 
angles to the MOky Way) and ttMu ara 
coming down. 
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MIND, SCIENCE, SUPERSTITION. 

Proiiiiiu.'nt aiiioiiii; (he (-..ni rn\ ( r.-io tliat jtre now lakiii;.; 
place in the world <»f jKlvaiKM'd thought is the influence 
exercised, that may !)c cxcrcixMl, »n- that is likely to bo 
exercised upon the individual mind by superstition during 
scientific reseaveli. 

Many who are more or less imhiKMl with superstition, in 
any of its forms, are incIiiKMl t«» rcirard tlu; mind as an 
entity, a tliiii;r, to !«' actually tVIt and (•a|)al)l(; of dissection 
and analysis. The iium'o nnnN rn view is to regard the 
mind as a result of a conihination of mentalities, or facul- 
^ties, of which tlie brain is the central organ. The mind 
is not a material form. Animals, cai)able of sensation, 
which includes inniiincrahlc forms, jMissess thon«zht, reflec- 
tion, conce])tion, perception and meinory. 'i'liese mental 
forces, or ]>roeesM's, constitute all we know nf mind. The 
stronger these forces, or process are capable of operating, 
jointly or severally, the stronger the power and influence 
of the mind. As the mind is but a mental process it is 
readily understood how weak minds can be more influ- 
en\'ed hy siijierstition than minds oi stronger capacity. 

All science is but a method of ascertaining, by observa- 
tion and experiment, through <Iem oust ration, of the physi- 
cal foroei of nature, ttiisir mode of operation and the 
rsiulta obtained. ^ 

Snpmtitioii is bnt a belief or a qpeifio form of belief in 



which an iiiiiorant or ahnormal religious feeling is shown, 
as liy vciicrat iiig tliini- that deserve no veneration, or by 
attaching undue importance to forms and observances in 
themselves; in other words, it is primarily a belief in a 
specific religious system, which is regarded by all others 
than the believer, as being unreasonable and without author- 
itative su])]>ort, in other words, a false system of relifi:ion. 
This a])plies with efpial force to all religious systems under 
the sun. 

Individual minda may be influenced by superstition to 
such an extent as to warp proper scientific investigation, 
leading the investigator to false conclusiona, but such a 
result does not alter or change the character of a single 

scientific fact. 

From the rtsnlN ol.laine(l l»y reason of the first series of 
examination^ in tlie ( 'orespondence School, the Blade fin<ls 
consi<lerable satisfaction and gratification. From time to 
time we have argued that once a student can be held to take 
the full course of instruction prescribed the mind will be 
forever freed from 8uj)er8tition and all that it im])lies. 

In order to convince our readers that such a result would 
surely <»l»tain, we tiike the privilege of culling from the 
examination sheet of Mr. Ashley Jt>finson, of Arkansas, 
the following questiona and answera, aa they were given and 
answered in the Astronomical seriea: 

Question 6. — ''Give an example of a correct and a false 

deduction.*' 

.\n-^wer.- "A false deduction is one derived from gen- 
eral princi|)les which are assumed to be correct Perfect 
deduction is one arrived at by comparing carefully the re- 
sults of deduction from actual phenomena. 

Question 12. — "What relation does a superstition bear 
to the law (d* cause ami effect ?'' 

Answer, "it merely affects tlie individual mind, hut 
bears no relation to the law." 

In those two answers may be found a full and complete 
argument to all the theology in the world. It will explain 
why the so-called religious mind is incapable of correct 
thinking and true investigation. In it we may find the 
i-eal difTen-nce lielweeii scientific iiKjuiry and tlie(dogical 
assumptiiui, the one? Ixdieves from inclination, the other nr- 
cejjting only facts that are jiroven. 

The answer to question 12, as above given, could not 
liftve been satisfactorily explained in any other way. 
Su|»er<tition does affect tlie individual mind, hut all the 
.-uj)erstition^ known to man cannot change, alter, amend or 
suspend the operations of natural law, and ujxm this hy- 
pothesis all the great glory of scientific achievement has 
been won. And how many are the individual minda jet 
dominated and influenced by superstition f How many are 
the individual minds that yet fail to comprehend the fact 
that their personal Ixdief does not and cann(»t affect a fact, 
a truths Beliefs may change. Beliefs do change. 
Facts remain the same, for these cannot be changed. 

Our friends may now be able to understand that the 
School is a safe dependency for the eradieation of auper^ 
stition. Thifl ia its miaaion. It efven aima to fo furtiier 
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than training the minds of its pnpils, for it hopes to pre- 
pare thoiii in such a way that they can instruct others in 
the knowledge they thereby obtain. 

Heferring to the answer given to question 6, we may 
observe the scientific method of reasoning. As a rule, 
theologians merely atome certain premises to be oorreot^ 
and it must follow that no matter how true may be theif 
nietliods of reasoning, to start with an incorrect premise 
must lead to an incorrect conclusion The trouble is not 
with deductive reasoning, but with the foundation upon 
which that reasoning is built This leaves the theological 
citadel in a shaky condition, shattered by every wind that 
blows from the cloud of facts. 

The Blade asumes pride in the results here ol)taine<l from 
this first exauiinati(»u, and reasoning from cause to etfect, 
W() nuiy further assume tliat as the scientific investigation 
proceeds the less opportunity will, superstition have of in- 
fluencing that mind. 

Mention might also be made that Mr. Johnson reesATad 
a perfect grade in his astronomiial esaminations for Sep- 
tember studies. 

Self-confidence in such a result gave us every possible 
encouragement to propeed with the work of building i\p 
the Oorrespondenoe School. Although we shall be com- 
pelled to conduct it at a financial loss for this year, yet| the 
good it haft already done is a sort of a compensation for 
it shows that our labors will not be in Tain. 



MANHATTAN LIBEBAL CLUB. 



Among the oldest and most militant of the organised 

societies of Freethinkers is the ^fanhattau Liberal Club of 
New York City. Its platform was among the freest of the 
free, and all scholars, no matter where the\ nwwv from, 
or what they had to advocatCi were given the right of speech 
therefrom. The discussions that invariably follow have 
led to innumerable spirited controversies, hugely enjoyed 
by the Club's patrons, and its work for FroeAought, a 
free. j)r('ss and free speccli, is t^ be commended. 

From a recent report submitted by its Secretary, \V. J. 
Terwilligeri it appears that its officers and directors, or 
some pf them, argued in favor of abandoning the organi- 
zation, permitting it to lapse into disuse, simply because 
there had been felt a depreciation in the financial patron- 
age necessary to its maintenance, thereby incurring a heav- 
ier burden upon the renuiining few. The Blade is 
pleased to note that the j)roposition did not meet with the 
favor of the majority, and a few of the most prominent of 
the leaders, induding Dr. E. B. Foote, insisted that the 
Club should be revived and ))erpetuated, and led off with a 
good subscription to its fund to eaiUc the tttob to cany 
out its purposes and objects. 

This action is gratifyijig in the extreme. The Club has 
served too good a purpose in the past to justify its dissolu; 
tion. Its force and power in the great metropolis of the 
Republic are still essential as a means of safeguarding the 
rights and liberties of the people. There can be no just 



ground for dissolving it upon the plea that many other 
sfx'ieties of a hiniilar diaracter are now at work in the same 
locality, fur the more societies of the character of the Lib- 
eral Club we can boast, the better and stronger becomes the 
advocacy for mental liberty. Had all church denomina- 
tions acted upon the same hypothesis their dganisaticii 
would not be what it is today. 

lU' all means keep the ('liih going. Keej) it on a high 
plane. Every Freetiiinker in and around Xew York 
should rally to its support. We can ill afford to lose such 
an organization as the Liberal Club. Its loss would be a 
reflection upon the cause of Freethought in America. 
There ar(» hundreds, nay thousands, of liberal men and 
women in and around Gn'ater N'ew York who might be 
brought into co-operation with tlu^ ( 'luh by pvo|)er effort. 
The Blade has not an over large number of subscribers in 
that city, but it has some, and if its services can he of any 
* avail its columns are open for that purpose. 

SUFFER THE CHILDREN, ETC. 

The Baptist World (»f Louisville is in high jlnks OW 
the reported success of an evangelical mission in New York 
City during the recent summer months through the me- 
dium of gospel tent campaigns, and claims innumerable 
now souls for Christ as a resultant. The World goes into 
ecstacies and gives vent to ovcrjoyous feelings beoauaa of 
such a showing. 

Aside from the psychology and pathology of any SUCh 
conversion, the World must not take such matters so ser- 
iously. Two thousand years have passed since the central 
figure of Christianity was su|)|)osed to be on t'.ir earth, and 
the world is four-tifths pagan. With Christian inlliiences 
on the \v;inc, the outlook for a t(»tal conv('rsi(»n is not very 
rosy, and if the Blade can exert any iuHuence upon the 
issue the day of final Christian triumph will be coiiaid«r- 
ably delayed. 

From its column of slush and exuberance we read the 

following: 

"A marked feature of the services this season at many 
(»f the centers has l)een the unusual attendance and interest 
of boys and girls. Five or six hundred boys and girls 
fairly overflowed the Swedish* tent every night, until the 
committee substituted a larger- tent. The interest of the 
young people is most encouraging, as a life-time service for 
Christ is of much greater value than that of a ^deathrbed' 
repentance.'' 

So after all, it is a case of 'counting over chickens before 
they are hatched. Boys and girls, yea, full five or six 
hundred of them, wore brought to the stool of repentance 

and these have actually confessed Christ. T^n^ what a sad 
conmientary upon Ciiristian effort! Who can guarantee 
the religious pretensions or beliefs of a single, solitary one 
of the entire number ten years from now f Children, with 
half formed minds and intellect, have ever been the prey of 
the church advocates, and wo still find them hoftilg tktt 
they can successfully preach to infants. 
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It U interatiiig to note, however, that the World places 
a greater value upon a life of service to the cause of Christ- 
ianity tlian in a mere death-bed repentance. Freethinkers 
can rcs|Krt the must rabid urtbudox believer, })rovide(l be 
b(3 truly eun.^istent in all tbings pertaining u> hia belief, 
sbapiug and moulding bis life therewith, and they may also 
pity him. And yet a life of devotion to an ideal, even 
though that ideal he error, is more to be admired than a life 
of diasolution and debauchery. But The World, it seems, 
still stands for and claims a virtue in ''deatb-bcd repent 
aneo," a claim tliat i4>sets all tbe extravagant assumptions 
of the militant ebureb. Death-bed repentances and sinis- 
ter designs upon little cbildren constitute the saving power 
and grace of orthodox Christiani^. 2^o wonder intelli- 
gence evades it No w<mder thinking men and women 
have so little regard for such a system. 

The untutored savage was just as capable as the most 
intelligent of tbe jireaebers tliat Christendom can boast. 
The mind of a child unskilled in the arts and wiles of 
veligious controversy and the impaired mental faculties 
wrought by disease are about on a par. An orthodox ao- 
ceptance piay be admitted or asstmied and the demands of 
the church are satisfied. 

The probable conversion of these children is heralded 
as a "marked feature'' of tbe occasion. A feature is some- 
thing that stands out more boldly, more i)rominently than 
the things by which it is surrounded, and when that feature 
beoomes especially '^marlced" it must be regarded as a feat- 
ure of all other features and is, therefore, the very best 
the purveyor bas iu bis shop. Tbe a])plication of a 
"marked feature" to this raid up(m tbe infantile intelli- 
gence of \ew York and its environments, spells a sad fail- 
ure for tbe orthodox church, and at tbe same time implies 
that tbe attendance and conversion of five or six hundred 
little children was ,the very best the gospel tent campaign 
could accomplish. 

Verily, indeed, unless ye become as a little child again 
ye cannot enter tlie kingdom of heaven, so mote it be. 



OOD, RELIGION AND POLITICS. 



To love a fletitious god is regarded as a higher and 
purer human motive than a love of country by The West- 
minster, an orthodox organ published at Philad elp hia in 
tbe interest of the Presbyterian ohuioh. 

The argument is used and advanced as a cogent reason 
for so-called reli^nous people interesting themselves in the 
political issues an<l struggles of the day, and at tbe same 
time, as a justification for religious publications dealing 
with political measures from orthodox viewpoints and urg- 
ing a sort of oombilied political action by their adherents. 

Narrowed to a reoognixable point of vision, love of god 
is simply obedience to the i)reacbor. The latter know 
nothing of god, but assumes n knowledge be knows be does 
not possess. So long as be can sueeee<l in fooling the 
people into believing such an assumption his position and 
uUtry may be safe, but once his flock is able to read and 



understand his very inmost thoughts, job and cash will van- 
ish together. All the people can ever learn of this sup- 
posed god is by what comes from the lips of the preacher, 

and from what they can read in religi<»us journals edited 
by preachers. Properly inter])reted, the love of god is 
simply a confidence in tbe preacher, and it is to tbe interest 
of Uie profession that foolish religious people shall take an 
interest in politics. 

sludging from many of tbe laws that now disgrace our 
statute books, both State an<l Federal, far too many relig- 
ious j)eoj)le have taken an interest in jx ►lilies. But for 
the influence of the religiously insane we would not now be 
hampered by Puritanical blue laws, and the wasteful ex- 
penditure of thousands of dollars every year from out the 
public treasury in a foolish and futile attempt at the en- 
forcement of those blue laws. All gueb laws are for the 
personal aggrandizement of tbe clergy, tbe eurichment of 
the church, and to gratify tbe selfish ambition of tbe pious- 
ly insane. Sordid politicians have yielded to the orthodox 
importunities from time to time as a means ^ of gaining 
votes in political contests, and but few have the moral cour- 
age to manifest the slightest opj)osition to orthodox de- 
mands. Political candidates feel that to join ^(»me church 
will be a step towards an election and specious promises are 
nuhle if successful at tbe i)nlls. All the laws that are 
absolutely necessary to the good government of human so- 
ciety, in any land, could be printed in one single issue of 
the Blade, and those laws should be so plain and so simple 
that all could read and understand, but under existing con- 
ditions statutes do not mean what tbey say, and not one law- 
yer in a thousand can tell what the law on a given subject 
is until he has examined the books and the authorities. 

Greater interest in politics by religious bodies means the 
undoing of the state. It means a rapid declination and 
disintegration of tbe Ix.dy p<»litic. Ft means the estab- 
lishment of a religio-political hierarchy in which the "will 
of god" as expressed and expounded by tbe preacher, be 
comes the supreme authority. In that day liberty, charit; 
and mercy are lowered into the grave. Humanity vill 
become as so many puppets, played with, toyed with and 
bled to support an aristocratic class led by the clergy. 

One may l<»(»k upon the diatri])e lU Tbe Westminster as 
an ai)peal f(jr help to save tbe theological ship from sinkiiig 
in the deep waters of the higher criticism and intellecrual 
thought The clergy can hardly fail to recognize that they 
are incapable of exerting any great influence upon matters 
or issues of great public moment, and this loss of power is 
a serious blow to them and their profession. True patriot- 
ism, however, will contimu* to be measured by love of 
country, which stands first in every patriotic heart, ignor- 
ing the gods afld their assumed representatives. 

Civilization has been costly. The great history of hu- 
manity represents a series of serious failures. Iiiman 
blood and human life have been sacritieed in its beh.ilf. 
l i e cbnvch I a> neve i'el])e«l, it bas always olistnicted. 
Just as the flower appear to be most perfect its petals begin 
to fall and the flower, petals, root and stem, are scattered 
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and trampled into the dust So it is with civilization. 
It it governed by the same inexorable law. Civilisation 
was wrested from the ignorant hands of orthodoxy. To 
permit orthodoxy to resimie power and authority, will acat* 
ter the petals of the beautiful flower we have succeeded in 
cultivating and its death will be imminent 



FROM A SCHOLAR'S POINT 01* VIEW. 

Kcclesiastical narrowness ainl iutolcrnnci' iiavc iMmnie 
axiomatic. 

It is a commou and ordiuary pmceeiliii^ wheu seeking a 
parallel or an extreme, in order to draw a ccnnpariaoii by 
way of illustration^ to say ^^as hot as hell'' or **as mad as 
hell", and we know that the speaker has used an extreme 

in order to demonstrate the intensity of the tomperatare 
or de|n*oe of teni]>or referred to. In such tigurr'* of specjli, 
liell is us(m1 a^ a standard by wliicb tlie aiidit<>r -Iiall nicas- 
xini the subject uuder discussion. As a nde, iJie greatest 
extreme has been employed. 

xn deooneiaticm of a Univer^lv;? Trust, cofnpos«itl cf 
neighboring schools, believed to be* in souio sort of a con- 
spiracy to kill, by ^tarvatir.n, the in^liiiitiou owr which he 
presides, Chancellor .Mi-( 'rackon, * t)ie New York Fnivor- 
sity, cnnipared tbe!r i <ir'»i.'.*;nii j n.l .-(l!i-h altitude v itii tlie 
orthodox churches. .Induing I'n.ni I'le iviun- < 1' hi- I'ttji* 
ances, the learned Chancellor keenly feels the spirit of 
competition and the intense, rivalry it has created, and in 
uttering his condemnation sought an extreme by which the 
illiberality of nearby schools towards his institution might 
l>e afforded a comparison, and in the moment pelected that 
wliicli api)eare<l to liini to be the worst form of intolerance 
knnwn. His selection was timely and true. lie said: 

"Kveryone has heanl <»f the narrowniess and intolerance 
of ecclesiastical magnates, but the very coldest reception I 
ever saw given by a group of churches to the advent of a 
new church in • their neighborhood was an affectionate em- 
brace compared with the reception that has been given to 
the Xew York University." 

The foregoing statement is both remarkable^ and pecu- 
liar, and in more instances than one. First, it places ec- 
clesiastical narrowness and intolerance as an axiom, and 
second, assumes that it is so common that every one must 
have heard of it It is also a declaration that a given 
group of churches can be guilty of tendering a cold recep- 
tion to a new eburcb in tlieir neighborhood, for the learned 
Cbane(dlor says that be has actually experienced such, and 
tlie use of the language, ''the very coldest reception I ever 
saw" implies that he has had more than one such experi- 
ence, and woold lead to the inference that he has met np 
with a large number of sueh eaaea. Coming from sueh a 
source, the statement must be given all due credit. In a 
large measure bo baa uttered a commonly known truth, for 
no one, save and except the church advocates themselves, 
will dare deny that such an extreme narrowness, iatolsr* 
anoe and illiberality exists among them. 

So far M the GhaoeeDor used expresiion for the pnr> 



}H)se of makiiig a comparison, we care not to discuss. Our 
only purpose here was to give emphasis to the comparison 
drawn, as showing, by such an eminent authority, that 
church bitterness towards those of an opposing faith is now 
universally recognixed and admitted, Uiat it can be used 
in a public address to point a moral and adorn a tale. 



THE GIRL AND THE PREACHER 

Some time ago Miss Laura A. Smith made a tour of the 

faslii(»nable eburcbes incognito for tbe purpose of testing 
the sociability of the parson and congregations, with the 
result that a st.irtling story found its way into public print, 
much to the chagrin of the clergy in general, and more par- 
ticularly to those in charge of the churches she had visited. 

Recently, Rev. John Thompson, of Chicago, utilised his 
summer vacation by undertaking a similar task, and not 
very strange to relate, be reports finding a vastly different 
condition of atfairs than those discovered by Aliss Smith. 

But little argiinieut is necessary. Tbe preacher had a 
purpose to serve. Miss Smith bad none. The preacher 
started upon his mission for the express purpose of finding 
what he wanted. Miss Smith went after results alone, no 
matter what those results would be. The preacher would 
not be expected to find anything detrimental to bis religion 
or bis profession, ^liss Sniitb would have reported the 
residts <d' her investigations with tbe same courage bad she 
found them to be tbe same as the preacher now reports. 
All other pnuichers will l)e proud of ^Ir. Thompson, but 
tbe big world of men and women will believe Miss Smith 
in preference to the preaeher, because they actually know 
tbat wliat ^liss Smith had to report waa tme in every 
particular. 

STUDENTS' EXAMINATIONS. 
Several of the students in the Correspondence School 
have as yet failed to send in their examination papers. This 

failure is to their own detriment. It will be an utter im- 
possibility to properly instruct when tbe rules governing ex- 
amiiuitions are n«»t complied with. Kvery examination 
\t't jvassed on neeibnl some corrections, perfection in studies 
only being attained by one student on oue subject. Ex- 
aminations are necessary for the correction of erroneous 
impressions drawn from a stndy of the text and all stu- 
dents who have not yet forwarded their examinations are 
tnrgsd to do so at once. 

Since offering the announcoment in the Blade of the 
Editor's desire to give lectures in Indiana and Illinois, 
some very flattering offers have been received, but these are 
still inadequate to compensate for the trip and pay all trav- 
eling expenses. Five additional appointments are needed, 
and friends having tbe o]>j)ortunity t(» arangt^ for lectures 
are urged to communicate with tbe Blade at tbe earliest 
eonvenience, so that dates may Ik^ arangcd without conflict 
or disappointment The trip will be made, if at all, about 
the last week in November or the flrst week lu Deosnbsr. 
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AN BMAY ON LIFB. 

mm bt M«toHall«tie Batit ami It Daptn 
tftnt upon Environnwnt 



(By Merrlcug.) 

LIFB. — ^Thii speaking of the open roftO. 
Hm MMune of preseuimeui of truth. 

Life, as iiK>ttt gfcueraiiy understood, is 
oitliodozly known aa a fouu.aiu oi begin- 
ning, from wktoh Indivlilaality springs, with 
aa flMUijr ratflaUona aa does the millions of 
rays oC tha aTer-gUming sun,luminating the 
pathway of ao-oallad rtghtaonanaia, Aya, 
tha avB a raya may raaoh into arary eraviea 
in tha ethereal oaaopy, may a?aa pana- 
trata tha inmost globida of natora Itaalt 3r«t 
without cha repulsive foroa of gasaooa matp 
tar surrounding each individual planet or 
star, ita ratroacUva rays haodma not viaihla 
to that same oreated spring of Ufa. It 
must nave its assistance from fnmtdtat^ 
environments, or glow not in heaven above 
or hell below. Its correlative is found in 
that part of im uwu creativeness, and thus 
life's limited spiiere lives within itself. 
Cannot reach outward. Its pagan teachings 
circle round and rbout its own statuesque 
with no care for t iilighu uiuent of science, 
1 ut seeking Its surcease from mythical tra- 
ditions aa homoge neous, as ever 'v^ere 
Grecian Mythology or the Arabian Nights. 
As a boy, we were often forced upon our 
ingenuity to ovtrcome overwhelming im- 
possibilities, and fill vacancies of uncer- 
tainly; so we supplied our missing "sink- 
ers" from iisliing lines by molding them 
with lead* n pellets and the use of a half 
joint of dry cane. Its principle remain 
ed, but how many could have been cast 
from one ret-dl IJtu inciijiency may move 
forward on its onward march, moulten after 
the laws ol nalun*, but iis source, even 
as insigniiicant, will always remain the 
same. 

But why should a so called life be launch 
ed upon the s«.a of iOlerniiy with only its 
outward destiny uiid< r control of the ego 
wiihin. Would a just and human creator 
whirl into the unknown, his image with no 
imbuism to fight the greedy attacks of 
perdition, except the knowledge that ne 
must shun the Hell to come? Our mind Is 
given control over its recejjticle, the mass 
containing it, but how much control over 
itself? So far as kn(>wn to itself, it is a 
perfect va(uuin. if known to liself, would 
not the ^^arndcur of the symetry of its 
building be far beyond our most sanguine 
imaginations? And yet our orthodox breth- 
ren will instill into the unthinking, aa be- 
lief that a just god has withheld from him 
this secret, merely to show, snd keep before 
him an awe of the "terrific power bahind 
tha throne. That wa are punished for tha 
aina wa wot not ot" 

It woM saan* than, ttet this gratt mtn 



la Quite a humortit, to pippatrata ao many 
JbkM OB his "boys" by consigning thalr 
aouis to etanul danmatlon, when ha haa 
ttrst withheld from aim the right to dhi- 
tlnguisn and g|iard againat iht ease of 
manhood, if'orsooth, pagan; you may oon- 
tmue to kiss awav tha brass too of your 
idol of bronse, erected by your **iaarad" 
Friesto! 

Bui to one and all, we ]ook to aaa a se- 
renity of swaai purpose in tha magaatlsm 
of tmth. 



OHl FOR A ¥VOIIKINa WUHD. 

(By Lou Lawrence.) 
in a letter to Dr. fiowlaa aaant tha Frae- 

thougqt work, I have just writtan» '*0, for 
n fund to send out a oorpa of llaldworkara; 
a la the Salvation army mathodi" and m 
foUowhig out tha Idea, in my latter, I have 

become enthused with the plan, and have 
decided to write it out as a sort of sugges- 
tion to those interested in Freethought] 
propaganda; and if you think it worthy I 
would be glad to have you give it a place 
in The Blatfa. 

Of the proposed corps, one Ist class lec- 
turer would be tJhe •important Quantity|. 
Then a musician of fair ability would be 
desirable, and a sort of general utility per- 
son essential. It should be the latter's 
work to arrange for meetings, solicit mem- 
bers and contributions, and to act as gen- 
eral secretary, if he could talk some, or 
prepare papers, give appropriate readings, 
or furnish any creditable sort ol entertam- 
ment, so much the b« tier. Indeed it might 
be nt eessary thai lie siiould be able to uo 
some such work, especially if the musician 
should be dispensed with. 

There are, no doubt, a number of places 
where arrangements could be made for 
one day conventions to be entertained by 
such a corps of workers; with, if possible, 
a little help from local talent; and much 
good would be done. Itatioualists would he 
encouraged to show their colors more bold- 
ly, enthusiasni would be crealed.and a good' 
ly number of clubs organized. One such 
convention would stir up more thought 
than the distribution of laO.OO worth of 
literature, and could be held for less than 
that sum. While few will refuse to accept 
a tract, only those who are already some 
what interested wi" read it. Besides, there 
is no appeal ao aueaasi lul as pawoaal ap- 
peal. 

As to expenses, the main lecturer should 
have a decent renumeration ; but there 
art', probably, enthusiasts who would be 
willing to fill the other places for little 
more than their expenses. 

As Secretary of the Huckiyo Secular 
Unlon.I would like to corri'spond with Free 
thinkers at various points, who would like 
to hava aodi w—Hngi at thair plaoag, mu 



who wouhl be willing to haip maka tha 
necessary^arraagaoMnta. As I baar tlie 
expense^ of my oorraspond^p o ^ la ;thla 
work, I would cara to hear from only thoaa 
who tra In aobar aamaat and who know 
that a hall, or other room in whleh to hold 
maatlngs, would ba fumiahad by tha local 
frlanda. I would, however, ba pleaaad to 
haar trom thoaa wto have ideaa, or other 
assistance toward tha suooass of smh a 
plan, to offer. 



DAVrS LETTER. 
To His Dear Heavenly Father. 



(Copyright applied for, 1908, by Franklin 
U. Heald.) 

My deer hevenly father. Are Angells 
i ales covert d with hare like there beds are, 
or are tht-y covered wiih tethers like there 
wings or don t Angells have Tales? I can't 
see there tales in ihu pictures, becaus there 
beds are always turned this way. 

When 1 asked the bunday School teacher 
about it, she just giggled and told me to go 
and ask my * apa, but he didn't uo; only 
he says they are bound to have sum kind 
of a tale that will spred out, or thay wood 
always turn duble summersets when thay 
try to fly. Joe says "we outent to talk 'bout 
sich sakred things, in no slch away, same as 
tbo they was comon folkes," and he 'Iowa 
if he was my daddy about to ours, he wood 
learn me more religion than my own papa 
does in to yeara. I am glad he alnt. Ha 
says whan ha waa a boy, if ha had aakad 
quaaUons Ilka I do, Uka aouf thay wood of 
kUled him with a Blackanaka whip or 
either lesmed him that it U a boy» plaaa 
to listen to them that you appoint and not 
ask fool quaationa about thlnga that nobody 
can anawar and thara doat anybody no 
anything about and dont want to and haa no 
rtU to no, aioeyt bya fulth. Ha mjra it 
dont maka any dlflerense to a boy nor to 
nobody else whether the Sun goes rodnd the 
world, or whether tha world goes round 
the Moon, and its none of there busnese 
and dont make any diference to you eyther, 
he says, but all we hav to do is mind our 
own busnes and listen to them as do no, 
and work six days then go to the house of 
the lord and rest on the sabbeth and eat the 
body and drink the blud of the blessed mas- 
ter and not be always asking (luistions. He 
says a lx)y like I am that is allowed to al- 
ways ask questi(jns, Is mighty liable to bee 
a skeptick and go to Hell and burn forever 
the same as lit'le babys do that are not 
babtized in holey water before thay dye. 
Whrn I asked him which is the worss, 
sUei'ticks or wouldticks. he got madder than 
ever and went off to work. Joe has to git 
awful mad. to go to work whffi ha dost 

hav to. • 

Dont you want me to ask questions and 
why dont you answer me? As erar 

mm 
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DCCIDCDLY UNORTHODOX. 



CHATTANOOGA, TENX. -I have been 
getting the Blade occasionally. I presume 
the reason for that it, is was addressed to 
me at St. Klmo, and I live at 645 Boyce 
Street, Chattanooga, Teiin. But then I pre 
sume that the missing ones \v«m-»' pirk«'d ui) 
hy some of the faithfuls. And If th<'y road 
it ,1 am sure that tlieir runninggcar will 
need more than ordinary greasing to get i; 
back to superstition. I was a regular sub 
scribrr fo.- th»> Blad«' wln-n Hro. Moore was 
the editor. And some years ago, he, like 
all big preachers, had to go to the holy 
land to pick up some relic of t!i(> feed 
trough where Mary had a lamb, and also a 
chip of the eroM that the Boy was hung 
on between the two thievea. I have often 
thought that in those days it waa the cus- 
tom and the law of the Jews that a young 
maiden, unmarried, wh owaa found to be . 
prsgBtnt, wtm takw outsldo of the town or 
cttjr and thero stoned to death. Wbr the 
man who ■•dueod tbm maldM know this 
l»w among the Jews, and io did thli fallow, 
the Holy Spirit Why in h— I didn't they 
take Holy Spirit ontaldo of tho gates and 
■lono hhn to death. A lovteg, a merdfuT. 
and all wise god. Powerful and almighty. 
Think of a crime like that, and he at the 
head of the throne of heaven. Why didn't 
he out a rib out of some fellow snd make 
for himself a woman and take her into 
hearen wl^h him. No one has ever heard 
of a woman going to heaven, not even 
Mary, the mother of that boy Jesus, was 
ever heard of going anywhere. T would not 
be found dead in a place where there are 
no ladlPs and women. So T have concludea 
to go to h — 1, and when T get there I shall 
plow that country all up. good and deep, 
harrow and rake over all the land, make 
flower gardens and blue grass fields; bor«- 
and dig wells, make beautiful walks and 
drives (not gold walks), but soft, mellow, 
good and pleasant to walk on. They say 
the devil is at the head of Hades, or hell. 
When we get there that fellow will have to 
behave, because there is no one individual 
that we cannot handle. Why Sampson 
pulled down a grandstand filled with many 
thousand people, and the weight of it could 
not be numbered, yet a little woman beat 
Urn m ho became like an ordinary man. 
Mi tlmt to the way we will fli the deril. 
T lia?e a splendid good opinton of tiM few 
ooplea of the Blade I havo veoalTod. and 
espeoially of ^olui R. OfearleawifNrtb. who It 



a tried and tmo friend of human rlghu and 
truth, a teacher of nMutal and moral lib- 
erty. We have not near enough tudh men 
as Mr. Charleaworth of the Bhie Orais 
Blade. I endooe here my subscription for 
the Blade. Wiahing you a long Ufa and a 
happy and prosperous one, I am very truly 
yours.— CHRIS BATEMAN. 



IF ALL WOULD DO AS THIS! 



.MAItllOTTA, O— Thought I would write 
you a few linea to state that the Blade's 
family here is all O. K. I have spent my 
vacation up in the dark hills of Monroe 
county. Have had a good rest and a nice 
time, and am now ready to peddle Uncle 
Sam's junk for another year. I had a nice 
letter from Bro. George Roberts las' week, 
and he says for me to get busy and get up 
a club hvri\ It will be the Helen M. Lucas 
Club No. 2. There should be no other 
name considered. I shall give you the full 
details later on. Well -I sent about 40 
copies of the Blade to a friend of mine in 
Wheeling the other day, and saked him to 
try and get me aomo subscribers. If thoy 
joome I will send them In aa soon aa they 
arriTc. I f^l pretty sure of gettteg aome 
beeauae there are lots of rreathlnkera np 
thero. I herewith enoloae one dollar for 
to contlnuo the aubaeriptlon of the Blade to 
William H. Buck. When I sent In hia 
name In the other batch It was only for 6 
months. He met me the other day and 
gave me thia d<rtlar, and says he would like 
to have the Blade continue coming. He 
makes good use of his paper. He reads it 
and passes it down the line. You can 
book me down for a copy of the bound 
volume of the Blade. When she is ready 
let me know and I will send $3.50. I also 
send you an editorial from the Ohio State 
.Toumal. which Is unique in more than one 
sense of the word. Aa I know of nothing 
further at this time. I shall close, wishing 
you and yours and the whole Blade family 

the host of succam. I an, i 

\V\T TT COX. 



IS WELL KNOWN IN THE CAUSE. 



I am sorry to say that I am unable to pay 
you what I owe you. The Blade that you 
aend me I give away or aell them. I often 
get twanty-flTo c^te apiece for them. My 
friends know that I am hard up for money. 
Bat I hope to be able to aend yon a little 
▼ery aoon. I hamt been able, f or tha laat 
two yaara, to read anything or har^ walk. 



A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

From a Typa-Writtan Faatfly Blbla WItlmit 

Polley or Flaly 
Bat FaU ol Ooouaon I 

By JOSEPH HAIQH, 
Chebanse, Illinois. 



Do Yott Believe 



That We Humans are aa Important aa 

Pigs, Potatoes and Pupa? 

Do you believe that we •'grown-ups,'" 
.iiul evcii I he Children, shjuld know as 
mucli about ouffoIms o8 we know about 
Flshei*. riuwifri an 1 Fiog»? 

Do ynii be1lfv«* In Belter Fiegeny, a More 
I'levnted Race, anyway? 

If go, Fr-nd ! 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be \n tlir Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Main 
St., Los Angeles, California. V. S. A. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months, 
with pamphlet ''Institutional Marriage/' 80 
centa atampa. 



The Holy Bible 

' InaNvtsMI 



A New I^ooklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fall:ii i<'s of Uw Christian bible. 

Justt 1h> thiuL; tu pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Boon. 
Order Nowl Single copy lOe, S for 28e, II 
for |im 

Address: J. FRANTZ. 

(Ini'l. n»'!v., Sail FiMiicisco, Cal. 



SEEDS 

aiicuers leeM succeeo I 
SPECIAL OFFER: 

V»im*m U kalM New BaalaeM. AtrUlwUl^ 
you our p«rnumeDt customer. 
Collection Ha'ttk, 17 varieties : 
W¥il¥VHVil ue«. 13 kind*: T*««u^ ^ 
J U Um Sa«l t Tw«i^ T splendid : o«u«. 8 bMt Taris. 
lmtllSSpH«t ■iwHi.s ialk^iii TsneUes in aU. 
1 ^PAKANTECD TO PLEASE. 

Write tO'dmy: Mention thig Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

L locorer pmU«« »nd p^ckioK and racaiv* thU Talnftble ] 

colirciioo of N«e4« poaluald, Uftthor w.th II. r t 
InMrMcllvcw Hcautlful N.rd and IMant liool 
i Ulla »11 about the bc«t v«xi«tio'. of :■«<■ ii, I'lnou. t\c 

Htf RMi>LK«a ^ '1 BUCKBEl STRUT 
. W. DUCKO60, BOCKFOHD.ILL 
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BLUE GRASS BLADB 



MMD OF ■MmOINCY FUND. 

The following communicatiouB are printed 
in order to acquaint our more well disposed 
readers with actual facts. Business de- 
pression, induced by political necessities 
to old parties, augmented by old age and 
incapacity, i)revenis many from taking the 
Blade. For fun her comment upon these 
letters see the editorial column, but after 
reading what is published below, all will see 
the necessity of the fund we have suggested. 

Names and plaoM of rosid«iiee aro onlt- 
ted because of a doatro to aa?a ambtmaa- 



OLD Aai AND FOVMTY. 

I raedvad a lattor from you a few daya 
ago, aaklnf ma to do aomething for you oa 
what I owe you. I acknowledge the debt, 
and it if a just one, but I am poor and de- 
pend partly on my children for my 8upi>ort. 
' I am unable to pay you, and nmst ask you 
to stop my paper, not that 1 do not like it. 
but because I am to poor to take it. 1 
thin\ it is the best paper 1 ever read. 
About eight years ago I got one of your 
papers, then published by Mr. C. C. Moore, 
and I have been a Freethinker ever elnce. 
I have no reverence for gods or priestcraft. 
When my days are ended I want no sky- 
piloU at my bed or at my grava. Thanking 
you for your kindnoaa and Ubarallty In baar* 
fng with ma ao kNig I wttl taka a aad fftra- 
waU of tha daar old BMa. 



A CAM OF DAD MCK. 

Plaaaa diaoontinue the Blade until I can 
gat atralghtened out. Through sicknes's and 

lack of employment I have got badly be- 
hind, not only to you. but other debts have 
accumulated. Dont think hard of me, for 
I have taken the paper since 189!^ and 
think It the brightest paper of Its kind. 
Am working now. and hope soon to pay up. 
I know you are In need, and it is niy duty 
as mucli as any one's to help you ])y pay 
Ing up. Wish I could do even better. I 
have helped C. C. Moore in time and am 
glad I did, for he was worthy of all the 
help he ever got and ten times more. I 
can never forget how hard he fought for 
what ha iboaglit waa fUfiiA and narar fal- 
ttaMt I thtak ha laa 



ONI MOM CAM. 



On the 27th of December. 1907. 1 kMt my 
mill by fire, which left ma In had ahape. 
I had no Inaoranea on althar mill or atoek. 
Am not ahla to pay what I owa. Did hopa 
at flrat to ba aMa to riaa agate, hvt tha 
paale haa inMiad my hn a to aaa for ma. 
wni aA FM to atop my pnpar, aa I do not 
vM to teoNgaa my obUgitioaa. IT I git 



mbia I will pay what is due you. Am H 
yeara of aga aad In good health. Wiah yon 

well 



WILL STAY WITH THI BLADK. 



RANDOLPH, TEXAS.— I was a subscriber 
to "Higher Science," and I am now receiv- 
ing the Blade because of the suspension of 
Mr. Heald's paper. Sorry to know that 
Higher Science suspended, but I suppose 
that could not be helped. I like the Blade 
very well, aad will ranaw when my time is 
up if I can. I aand yon a paper for pnbllea- 
tion if it la good anonch for yomr eolvmna. 
If you publish tha piaoa, plaaaa aand ma 10 
oopiM oontalnteg n aad yoar bill lor aama. 
Tonra for Fraathooght-J. M. OILBOIT. 



NAMI AND ADDMM tlNT. 

SULPHUR SPRINGS. TEXAS.— Please 
give me, on enclosed card, the name and 
address of the secretary of the "Paine Me- 
morial Association," as I have one dollar 
to ocntribute to the fund. Will send it as 
soon as I learn where to siend. Hope that 
you will respond immadlat«ly, aad 

H. H. TARTER. 



SENDS HIS RENEWAL. 



SEATTLE. WASH.— Enclosed please find 
ehaek for $1.60. anbaoHptlon to tha Blade, 
▲lao notloa my ohaaga of addraaa aa above. 
I alao wUh to point oat to yoa tkat fbr 
about S nwatlm I narar raaafrad tha Blada 
at alL Now, If yoa wwld ttidly aaad ma a 
flaw aoplaa of tiM Blada aoatalalwg that 
artlda of mlna ''Let Thara Ba LlghT It 
woold pat vm abont right, aad I wonM glva 
them to tha HmrdahaU Baptlata.— B, CLAT- 
BRT. 



ONE WAY TO DO MOD. 

BOLIVAR, MO. — I have a number of 
Freethought friends. I told them of the 
Blade and they ashed me to request you to 
send them a sample bunch. As I am away 
the most of the time. I cannot get papers 
delivered to me. hence don't subscribe, yet 
T do all I can to disseminate the truth. Tf 
you mall a bunch to Mr. Dow Harriman. 
Wheatland, Mo.. Dow will hand them out 
in a way Ifkaly to do yon good.— H. B. 
BRANCH. 



Baaantly Qraatly 'Cnlargad and Improvad. 

Humanitarian Raview 



^^No Beginning* 

By William H Maple. 
TMt iOENITY OF «QOD^ WITH 
TURB DKMONaTRATCD. 
Tha oaly hook of Ita Mad la ailaiaaaa 
Naat alath hIadlBg. Itt pagea. two atrflktaur 
fl aaati. pgpar hHiHg ti 



•inalataii W. Davia, tdltar and Pabllahar, 

No. 854 B. S4th St., Loa Angalaa, Cat 

Price, $1.00 a year; single copy lOc 
The Humanitarian Review is a magaiine 
devoted to ihe study of Psychology, Com- 
parative Religion, the mythical Character 
of the Bible and the mythical origin of 
Christianity, Ethical Culture, Secularism in 
the Public Schools and all departmanta of 
Oovemment— National, State and Mnnlcl- 
pal— Liberalism In Religion, and aapodaUy 
to 

Conatructiva, Concrete, 

Praatlaai, Oraanlaad and 

Aggraaaiva Propifandlam of 

Truth as Revealed by 

nodern Science 

The Review labors for the emancipation 
of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Superstition, Sttpematurallam 
and Mysticism, and for the up-bullding of 
an enlightened, ethlco-sclentlflc life. It is 
radical without being rabid, and alms to 
refute the errors of men by reason rather 
than ridiottla or acrimoni us dispuUtion. 
It atanda for Vlrtaa, McraUty and Nobility 
of Charaetar ia tha beat aafagnarda for thia 
Ufa and praparatlon for any poaslhia fntnra 
lifa. 

•and five 2-cent stamps for Sample Copy. 
Addraaa. The Humanitarian Review, 
854 E. 54th St., Los Angeles. Cal. 

SOk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a life time for women 
who loTo good olothaa. 

High School girls can chtahi thalr grad- 
uation dresses without oogt; worklag jtrlt 
and married women may aaeura fao fall 
or summer drcEFes 

Largo list of patterns to aalaet tfom. 
Bona fide offer — uo fraud, no grafting or 
diaagreeable duties to perform. 
Far full particulars send name, addraaa and 
a two-cant poaUge aUmp ta 

ED. S. SHEAQI^EN 

049 AwA 

MillNIAMLia, MINNESOTA. 



BULBS 

J BucKBEE'S BULBS suaeeop. 

SPECIAL orrsw r ^ 

w mouer ruunded. M 

W Sooveaif CoUtctioa gj^r^Jias:. 1 

i...lh. »».-«^., 1«U. sJTuh IrU. fPJ^. \ 

f F^. ISillp. Oi»lto. ri..ob. Bmm mA Duuk UlMtettf, 1 
I ■Aril Md Uto Tullpa. •*« . _ ■ 

I ^^^^u^^ r- " — — — ^www^^^^^^^^^SkC I 
I iMrkloa •ltd netif tkU vtliMbU mIUMIm 1 



ll^uTul SUd^ ihUblad Plaiti Book. lUU IX ftbMt Ik* BmI I 
ITTrWilM of B-d». Bulk, .md PU.U. ^. ^ . I 

V BabtloaUa Uomtd Tallp Bttlb. Th« (rrslMt tM%l witadw ; 



. W. Buckbte 



1551 BVOUtI IT. 
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BLUE GBASS BLADE 



B* Sur* and tubterlba Par 

Secular Thought 



Gtre "Em Fits. Tie Mipic's Press 



A F^rlRlflilly 4itnml H 



CHti- 



eltni In MHIm^ Mmm •m MlflMi. 
Orsn or fto 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 
Editor - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 1854 Queen 8t West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, |1 per annum, in 
adTsnce; single copies, 10 cents. 

All oommnnientlont for thn BtflUifflnl de 
ptrtmont ihonld bn nddro md 

J. Sptnotr Ulta, nNentar Tfunislit,'' 
1U% 8t Wtst Toronto, Can. 

All 

books, prlnttni, ote^ shoaM bs i 

a M. BLLIs, Proprietor and Pnbilsbsr, 
floottlar Tbought, 

tU% Qmm 8t West, 

Toronto, Can. 

16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

leo's New This IM Wttokes 

HAMPDEN~"No. 104/' 23 Jewels, |80; 
"Wm. McKlnley", 21 Jewels, $22; same. 17 
jewels. 112; "General Stark," 17 Jewels. 
$10; 16 Jewels. |8; 7 Jewels. S5.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmus," 2S 
Jewels. ISO; "Rlversidt/* 1$ iowtls, $11; 
'T. S. Bartlett" 17 Jewels. 111.10: lljowtlt. 
18: 7 Jewels. |6. 

ELGIN— "No. 156." or "162" 21 Jewels, 
$49: "Veritas" 21 Jewels, $27: "243," 17 
Jewels. $22; "242" 17 Jewels, $18; "S41." 
17 jswsls, $12: "340," 17 Jtwnli, fit; IB 
Jewels. $8; 7 Jewels, $6. 

CASES — All the above In the new Thin 
Model Sllverlne Screw Cases. In Fahy's, 
Crown or Deuber filled gold case, guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for 20 years, 
artistic hand chased or plain. $3. or hunt- 
ing case. $6 more. In 25 year case. $2 more 
than in 20 year case. In cases guaranteed 
for all time, screw. $8. or hunting. $10 
more than in Sllverlne case. Prices of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Kvery Watch Guaranteed Freeh and New 
from Fnetory (no '%bopk ^v^ors,,), an aoen- 
rate time keeper and. If well used, good for 
fifty years or longer. Will be kept In order foi 
one year. Beware of "Spocial" movements 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engraved" cases — they are a fraud. Those 
listed above are known to be the boot 
watches made, and If watch Is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy them where the 
iirice Is lowest. I pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
mo oend yon euts and priooo— alao of my 
Froethottffht Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
RtOf Oauge and my great little tmot, 
Tkoism In The Crucible." free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

Qook Un Ills. 




That's what **TBM 
8CARLBT SHADOW." 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel. do38 to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And thp sec- 
ular preu of the country 
goaded by the church 
element. Is throwing a 
over it, too. No ettMr 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
U suClelent proof that It 
Is an right. It haa ero- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servatlve circles and 
aused consternation 
amoi« the etoroy. 

It Is enthuslastleany 
endorsed t>7 leading 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. You all 
know bow Bart ean writo. and In this book 
he is at his best. It Is aa elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest llbfonr; oentalnlng 
422 pages, printed on beavy eSV*i^' 
and bound In ox-blood etotb. 
Priee $1J0. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADB, 

Lexingten, Ky. 



fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYING 
•OIL IN BUCKIYB STATI. 

Do yon want a 218 acre farm? 

Do yon want it in Athens. County, Oblot 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two-story double barn, almost new. Also 
six-room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beantlftil pattnrafo, apploa and 
peaches. In center of eoal field. Two 
shafts M mile east, another going down: 
4 shafts 2»4 miles north and northwest, an^ 
2 more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet: 
never less than 8 feet. One quarter mile 
to pike (new); miles to county seat — 
Athens — 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. 4 
M., B. A C, and H. V. R. R. In Hooking 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at onoo. 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH. M. D. 



The Wage Sbve 



A Soelalist Weekly, tkat advoeateo 

trial Unionism. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
■ DITBD BY A FRBBTHINKBR. 
The enemy of everytblsg tkat supports the 
existing social order. 
Send for sample oopy.. 
Addrtsst Tke Wage Steve. Boa MT. naaeeek. 



-A. M. I 



f ia rl ssi te Us advosasy of 



PabHikid weikly at 111 



J. 
01 
In 



m. 



Uaad Am, 



of tke Materlallol 
Fenlss Gosstils^ •iwso s Toir 

|S OlBiS s TSM, 



Tomoirow Magazine 



Is tke only pabUostta 
deala wltk all ki 
imiMrooBsl VIowpolBt. 

It Is pubUskod oiprfssly f>f 
wlak to sao kow tkoir 



nsdo^ strlppod of sQ isolsl Mas 



By rssdtef tkis ■asssfaio yon wtU 
to draw all yonr oondhMloos tm 
mental prteolplos. L Si, yoB .wlB 
think oorrootiy. 

bPMIAir-Wo WtU asBd tbioo 
trial OBbooriptiOB Imt Sftooi oiBts If yon 
sro Bot slrosdy s mbsorlbor. Tko fOfBlar 
prieo of TO-MoROfW Is toB ooBts pm oopi 
or ILSS per yosr. TkIs ottss asy ki 
witkdrswB si ssy tkM, so ysB ksi ksHM 
write NOW. 

« f 

Toasoiifiow miBLiiiiMiN^ 'ca. 

III. 



SEeIDS 

Btickbee't "Full of Life" Northern Groera 
PrdiKrerd Seeds have a reputatkm ol jPyeanof 
success! Ill s« ed growing behind thSBk HpSyS IS 

pl.-iiit the In-st. 
Seasunahle Specialties:— 

E.irHest Red Valentine . . Ss.^o Bushel 
Refugee— Mxtra Karly . , l^.j.s Kushel 
New SiriiiK'Ifss (".iiiii PckI , I3. 70 Bushel 
\Vaiilvv<'ll'!> li>M> Ki.liit-y Wux U 50 Bushd 
D.uis N\ w While W.ix . . I4. 75 Bushel 
Curtic's Rust I'tiH.t Wax . I4. 50 Bushel 



Fxtta Early Alaska . . . Ij.50 Bushe* 
New Karlv Crudus .... I5 50 Bushel 
Horstur.l s .Market Garden . I3.50 Bluhcl 
Bttckbec's Li>;tuiiinK Express f^joo BvsM 

Lettuce. RadUh. Tomelo and a full line ol 
3eeds. Pl iiit^aiid KuH>s at lowest growing priCSSi 

Sni.l toi l oiiiplete cataloijue ur submit a lisi St 
your it ijuirtiiK iits and will quote prices. 

Buv diicci Irom the urower— Save -Money. 

Write today. Mention this paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 



« BLUE 0RA88 BLADE 

BoundlVolume of The Blade 



-mom- 



lANUARY 19 JO-CECCMBER 27, 1908 



Wprthy a Place in 'E/yery American Library 

Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received wil 
be first served. No copy will be bounds exce|»t upon spedfl order previously 
nmde.^ Order now. v , 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub' 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber 1, 1908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outoide of cover. The volume wUI be hwidiomeiy bound. 

fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Pays to Work In 

Sin^» Volmn#e on 8p»ctal Or4«r, Sa^O 

V Thb bound voteme will include all issue* since tlie 
. chiage in focm up to the Isst Ime of the pw el n t jeer. 

Inures and biographical fketefaa of the Freethinkers given in tfali 
vokrnie are alone worth the price asked* 

PREMIUM OTFCR GOOD UNTa DECEMBiR 1, 1908. 



